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BEYOND THE MAINS 


50 Years At the Public Trough 

How Long Can Industry Survive—‘‘Half Slave and Half Free’ 
In 1983, A Commitment to Efficiency 

Is Ralph Nader Loose in London? 

OPEC and the Crisis Psychology 

The Electrical Age Is Here 

We Thought You Ought to Know 

What Is Propane’s True Value? 

‘‘What Now?” 


COMPETITIVE FUELS 
Times Questions Wood Efficiency 
Yale Study Raps Kerosene Heaters 


ENERGY SPECTRUM 

Bright Future Predicted For Electric Vehicles 

Cascade Opens CNG Service Station in Bremerton, Wash 
First Processing Plant In Overthrust On Stream 
Minnesota Schools Plan Switch to Wood Heating 

More Than Half the Oil and Gas Rigs in the U.S. Are Idle 
PIK May Continue Next Year, According to USDA 

20% Drop in Energy Use Due to Conservation 


FUEL SALES, SUPPLY, DEMAND, PRICE 
Gastech 82 Shows Industry Meeting Challenges 
Grand Old Lady of the Sea Retires 


LOAD BUILDING: CARBURETION 
Are You Really ‘‘Selling’’ Carburetion 
Canadian Distributor Defies Recession 
Carburetion Moves Into High-Tech Age 
Gaseous Fuels Work for Wyoming Oil Producer 
Have You Failed in Wooing Fleets? 

Houston Police Begin 50-Car Test 

Houston Police Program Gets PR 

Jacksonville May Convert 3500 Units 

London Cabs May Soon Collect U.S. Fares 
Low Mileage City Fleet Proves Propane Pays 


LPG-Powered Transport—Room For A Comeback? 
Methanol—Your No. 1 Competitor in 1990? 
Needed: A New Motor Fuel Standard 

Propane Chrysler K-Cars in Canada by 1985? 
Quick-Starting Propane to the Rescue 


LOAD BUILDING: RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, eee 
Amana Unveils New Concept In Heating 

Are You Overlooking Some Load Building? 

Consider Heat Recovery For New Markets 

Custom Equipment Builds Unique Loads 

Gas Grill 20 Years Old, Still Growing 

Load-Building in Difficult Times 

Load Building With Water Heaters—It’s the Right Time 
Packaged Units Feature Propane 

Propane Fires a Super-Size Barbecue 

The Gas Grill Aftermarket—What’s the Potential? 

There Are Plenty of Big-Load Opportunities All Around You 
The Kool-Fire Heat Pump—Best of Two Worlds? 

The Unvented Heater: Has It A Future? 

Vaporizers Open Door to New Loads 


MANAGEMENT 
Beating All-Outs With a Simple System 


Computerizing—Getting It Right The Second Time 

Dome Falters—But Will It Fall? 

Eastern Propane Computerizes Operation 

ENMARC Commits to the Future 

How Leading Companies Fared In a Difficult Year 

LIEAP Lovely, Many LPG Marketers Find 

LP-Gas—What’s In It Fora Woman? Sept. 17 
Newcomer Sees Need for More Training 


ances Futures Show Impressive Growth 

R & D—Who’s Doing It For the LP-Gas Industry? 
Subchapter S Corporations—A New Look 

Survey Offers Targets for LPG Industry 


Using Futures to Offset Winter Shortage Fears 
Utility Aid Plan May Benefit LPG Dealers 


NEWS DEVELOPMENTS 

After Its Merger, Empire Becomes A Private Company 

AGA Building Demo House To Test Advanced Concepts in Gas 
Appliances 

Buckeye Negotiates to Buy Northern Propane 

Calor Kosangas Restructured, Enters Natural Gas Business 

Century Carburetor Unit Sold By Borg-Warner 

Coa! Operation Reduces Pargas Profits in 1982 

Container Valve Plug Law Carries $1000 Penalty 

Corn 49% Below ’82; Bumper Crop for ’84 

Des Moines School Buses Save Big $$ on Propane Conversion 

Despite Takeover, Suburban Will Maintain Autonomy 

DOE to Disburse $112 Million 

Ferrellgas Acquires Cenex Units In Missouri 

First At-Sea LPG Transfers Successfully Completed 

Forgotten Law Maintains New Mexico Allocations 

Gas Water Heater Sales Extension is Approved 

Honoring No. 12,000 

IMPCO Receives More CARB Approvals 

In the Year 2000, Will 1.3 Million Heat Pumps Be Sold? ............... July 32 

John Morrill Joins BPN As Director of Marketing 

Locke Stove Now LSC, Inc.; Old Name Was Too Limiting 

LP-Gas Futures Open Interest Reaches 1000 

LPG Backs Out Diesel in Some Ottawa Buses 

Major International Study of LPG Industry Now Underway 

Mandatory CPSC Standard Not Needed, NLPGA Says 

Metro-Dade Police Cars Go Dual-Fuel For Pilot Program 

Missouri Drivers Need LPG In-Lieu Sticker 

More Support Sought For NLPGA Promotion 

Nashville Conversion Center Opened by United Cities 

NFPA Honors Thomas For Fire Safety Work 

NLPGA Seeks Road Tax Equity For Propane Vs. Gasoline 

NUI Seeks to Acquire More Propane Dealerships 

Over Half of Conversions i in Violation—CARB 


Pargas Sold to Reliance Groups 

Petrolane Net Cut By Big Writedowns 

Petrolane Sells Health Care and Supermarket 

Petrolane To Buy LPG Operations From Cities 

PIK Announcement Delayed by Congress 

Propane Futures Trading Price Limit Rule Changed 
Propane Grills On Balconies Banned in Florida City 
Pyrofax Expands Its Conversions, Fuel Sales 

Record Keeping Chore May Be Over For Some 

Road Clearance TIA in the Mill 

RV Industry Resurrected by Falling Interest Rates 

RVs Reviving—L.A. Show Doubles in Size 

Sales of Fueloils Falling; Is Kerosene Losing Appeal? 
Spanish Butane Company Gets Huge Tanker 

Suburban Acquired By A Unit of HMK Industries Inc. ............... Sept. 30 
Universal Energy Corp. Moves Unigas Storage Div. to Tulsa 
U.S. Exports First Shipload of Super Cold Propane 

Vialle Dual Fuel Systems Certified by CARB 

Will Industry Get New LPG Motor Fuel Spec? 


December 1983 
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..-Besides, It Could Be Harmful To Your Health ......................Feb.8 
NLPGA Convention Returns to Chicago July 24 
Will We Starve in the Midst of Plenty? April 6 OMmputerize OF INO 
LPG A Winner for Vegas Taxis ..............cccccccscccessesccess «May 38 
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NEWSFRONTS 

Assistance Network Expanded 

CPSC Revokes Rule On Unvented Heaters 

CPSC Wants ODS Requirement Revoked 

DOT Issues Tank Car Refit Rules 

Export Spots Developing Around the Continent 

Ford Recalls Propane Cougars and Granadas 

Gas Consumers Have Cut Gas Usage 18% 

How Many Fleets Are Reconsidering? ..................0ceeeeeeees April 20 
Independence Acquires White River Distributors 


Kerosene Heater Sales Rapped 

Light Hydrocarbons Storage Capacity Up 17% 
Mitchell Energy Invades Northeast 

Mitchell’s NGL Output to Increase 

Nearly Everyone Is Now ‘‘Dialing Down’’ 
Nebraska Association Starts Radio Campaign 
New Year, New Owners For Marketers 

No More RR Xing Stops? No Thanks, Says NLPGA 
Overthrust Field Begins Producing NGLs 
Partial PIK Program Announced August 9 
Robertshaw Settles Unitrol 110 Suit 

States Get Right to Set Appliance Standards 


REGULATORY 

Natural Gas: An Industry in Turmoil 

New NFPA 58 Section Devoted to Engine Fuel 
Transco LPG Project Rejected by Judge 


SAFETY 

Alternative Heater Fires Cause Concern 

At Newport, Cabinet Heater Issue Dominated 

Cabinet Heater Standard Finally Clears Task Force 

Cal Gas Inspects 177,814 Regulators 

Chasing Propane Tanks in a Hurricane 

Ferry Company Takes Propane Seriously 

Handicapped Drivers Now OK For LP-Gas Trucks 

How Can You Prevent Regulator Failure? ..................00.00005 April 23 
Is a Cabinet Heater Standard at Hand? eee March 31 
Kingman Tank Car Fire Suits Resolved 

Mobile Fire Unit Created for Safety Training 

95% of Solid Fuel Stove Systems in N.Y. Unsafe, Says Study 

“*Out-Of-Gas”’ Tags Issued by NLPGA 

The CPSC Vs. Honeywell 

The Great Canadian Safety Flap 

The Indoor Pollution Flap 


Tank Truck Industry Hit Hard in ’82 

The Indoor Air Pollution Issue Surfaced Again 
There’s A Little More Than There Was Before 
Universal Changes Name to ENMARC 


Want to Influence A Politician? .................... 


When Gas Prices Rose, Everybody Switched 


OPERATIONS 
Bucking Bobtails Land At Long Beach 


Canadian Transport Symposium Views Strengths, Problems 


New Plant Reflects Vangas’ Optimism 
Pumping LP-Gas From Underground Tanks 
Ship Loading and Refrigeration 


Why the Industry Needs Good Sam Laws 
SALES, SALES PROMOTION, SALES MANAGEMENT 


Feb. 


GAMA Booklet Can Help Promote Water Heaters 

NLPGA Program II Kicks Off October 1 

NLPGA PR Programs on the Move 


Well-Planned Promotions Pay Off 


“*Winners Don’t Wait for a Better Year’ 
WLGA Ad Kit Targets Electricity, Gasoline for Conversions 
WLGA Launches Ad Campaign 


Alternative Heater Fires Arouse Concern 


The growing use of other devices 
including kerosene, portable electric, 
and LP-gas cabinet heaters is causing 
concern within the fire protection com- 
munity,’’ warns the Fire Journal. The 
number of accidents involving such 
equipment has also been growing. 

The sale and use of alternative heating 
devices has expanded dramatically in the 
past few years. The drive to use alter- 
native types of equipment has been 
brought on by increased energy costs for 
the most commonly used traditional 
devices. Consumers are now seeking to 
heat limited areas of the home rather 
than relying on universal forced air 
systems. 

As the kind of heating devices used 
has changed in this country, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) has observed that the number 
of fires associated with alternate heating 
devices has increased. Back in 1977, 
22% of the fires in one and two-family 
dwellings were heating related. By 1982, 
that figure had jumped to 31%. 

Included in the list are solid fuel units, 
kerosene heaters, electric heaters, 
natural gas heaters, LP-gas heaters, fuel 
oil heaters, and waste oil heaters. 

But LP-gas hasn’t caused fires. 

The Fire Journal reported on a study 
done as a result of a cooperative agree- 
ment between the International Society 
of Fire Service Instructors (ISFSI), The 
Fire Marshals Association of North 
America (FMANA), the International 
Assn. of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the 
NFPA. The objective of the study was to 
provide timely information to fire pro- 


tection officials on a limited sample of 
alternative heating fires from the 
1982-83 heating season. 

In the course of the study, some 1200 
reports were submitted to NFPA. Of 
these, 740 fire incidents were considered 


Alternative Heating Fires 
By Type of Equipment 


Total 
Incidents Civilian 
Reported Deaths 


Type of 

Equipment 

Solid fuel heaters 
Fireplaces 
Fireplace inserts 
Wood stoves 
Coal stoves 


TOTAL (solid 
fuel heaters) 


Kerosene heaters 

Electric heaters 

Natural gas 
heaters (fixed) 

LP-Gas heaters 
(fixed) 

Fuel oil heaters 
(portable) 

Waste oil heaters 


TOTALS 


relevant to the study. 

The largest portion of reported fires, 
according to the study, was attributed to 
solid-fuel heaters (61.3%). Kerosene 
heaters were next in line with 26.2% and 
electric heaters contributed 8% of the 
fires. Natural gas was low on the list 
with only 1.8%. More specific figures 
may be seen in the accompanying table 
(including LP-gas incidents). Of the 740 
fires reported on in the study, there were 


116 deaths, only one of which was at- 
tributable to an LP-gas heater. 

The majority of the solid fuei heater 
fires were chimney fires, the main reason 
for which was improper inspection 
and/or failure to clean the stove pipe 
and chimney, which led to creosote for- 
mation, which in turn led to fires when it 
ignited. The next most common cause of 
fires was improper installation. 

The number of LP-gas fires and 
deaths was so low that the report did not 
contain detailed information on causes. 
But, in the case of natural gas fires, the 
causes were leaking fuel, gas in the pipe, 


_ installation too close to combustibles 
‘and structural component factors. 


About 45.5% of the fires associated with 
natural gas heaters started in the 
bedroom, 27.3% in the living room and 
18.2% in the bathroom. 

The number of fire deaths were 
almost equally distributed among solid 
fuel (26.7%), kerosene (28.4%), electric 
(23.3%), and natural gas (20.6%). 

When it comes to electric heaters, 
some users apparently have developed a 
false sense of security due to the lack of 
an open flame in these devices. This may 
help explain the relatively high incidence 
of bedroom fires from portable electric 
heaters. 

Since there were so few incidents in- 
volving LP-gas heaters, there was little 
discussion about their use in the report. 
Only one caution was issued concerning 
them—one well-known among LP-gas 
people—and that was that ‘‘LP-Gas 
containers should always be stored out- 
doors.”’ 
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Is Carburetion About to Make a Comeback?........................Sept. 14 
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